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SUBJECT: POLITICAL PRISONERS 
REF: MANILA 3881 

1. REPRESENTATIVES OF NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES AND 
U.S. CATHOLIC CONFERENCE CALLED ON AMBASSADOR ROMUALDEZ 
MARCH 25 TO PROTEST ALLEGED MISTREATMENT OF POLITICAL 
PRISONERS. GROUP ARMED WITH PRINTED MATERIAL FROM VARIOUS 
SOURCES. INCLUDING MOVEMENT FOR FREE PHILIPPINES, ASSO- 
CIATION OF MAJOR RELIGIOUS SUPERIORS IN THE PHILIPPINES, 

AND RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE. MATERIAL, WHICH INCLUDED TEXTS 
OF DE LA TORRE LETTERS, CONTAINED NUMEROUS ALLEGATIONS OF 
TORTURE OF PRISONERS BY GOP AGENCIES. 

2. ONE OF PARTICIPANTS INFORMED COUNTRY DIRECTOR THAT 
AMBASSADOR ROMUALDEZ RECEIVED GROUP COURTEOUSLY. 
ROMUALDEZ SAID HE COULD NOT PERSONALLY CONFIRM OR DENY THAT 
MISTREATMENT HAD OCCURRED BUT IF IT HAD, HE WAS SURE IT 

WAS NOT PART OF A WIDESPREAD PATTERN OR AS RESULTOF 
DELIBERATE GOP POLICY. HE PROMISED TO REPORT TO GOP 
GROUP'S COMMENTS AND REQUEST FOR INDEPENDENT INSPECTION OF 
CONFINEMENT CONDITIONS, AS WELL AS ANY DOCUMENTARY EVI- 
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DENCE THEY MIGHT WISH TO SUBMIT. 
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3. EMBASSY DCM BELISARIO TOLD GROUP NUMBER OF POLITICAL 
PRISONERS AT PRESENT NOT MORE THAN 1600. 

4. DOCUMENTS BEING POUCHED. 

KISSINGER 
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